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ARTICLES of AGREEMENT, in- 
dented, made, and fully agreed upon this 
eleventh day of January, in the Thirtieth , 
"year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord FOE 
George the Third, by the Grace of God, of 
 *Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, and 
in the year of our Lord One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Ninety, BETWEEN 
James Smith, of North-Shields, in the 
county 'of Northumberland, Ship-Owner ; 
"Samuel Hurry, and Fohn Fexwick, both of 
' 'Dockwray Square, in the pariſh of Tyne= 
"mouth, in the ſaid colinty of Northumber- _ 
land, Ship- -Owners ; Robert Laing, of 7 oll 
Square, in the ſaid pariſh of Tynemouth, 
-Ship-Owner ; Gborge French of Turners 
Houſes, in the ſaid pariſh of Tynemouth, 
 Ship=Owner ; ; and the ſeveral other Per- 
ſons, Gentlemen, Merchants, Owners and 
'Mafters of Ships, refiding- within the li- 
mite ef the Port of Newcaſtle, who ſhall 
on the NP of the date hereof, or at an) 
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time or times -hereafter, be admitted into, 
and become Members of this Company or 
Society as hereinafter mentioned, and ſhall 
. ſign, ſeal, and duly execute * preſents, 
.as parties to the ſame. 


AND all and every of the ſaid: ſeveral nd re- 


ſpective perſons above-named, and alſo all 
and erery other perſon and perſons who 
hall hereafter become parties by duly ex- 


ecuting theſe preſents, DO, and each and 


every of them DOTH hereby ſeverally and 
reſpectively, for themſelves, and for their 
ſeveral and reſpective heirs, executors, and 
Adminiſtrators, and not jointly or the one 
of them for the other or others of them, 
or for the heirs, executors, and adminiſtra- 
tors of one another, Covenant, promiſe, and 
agree, to and with each and every of the 
other and others of them, and their ſeveral 
and reſpective executors and adminiſtrators, 
to unite and aſſociate themſelves into a Com- 
pany or Society for the purpoſes hereinafter 
particularly mentioned, and in all things on 
their reſpective parts and behalves to keep, 
ebſerye, obey, perform, make and do, all and 
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ſingular the conditions, clauſes, rules, orders 
regulations, payments, and other matters and 
things whatever, by theſe preſents agreed to 
be kept, obſerved, obeyed, performed, made 
and done reſpectively, and hereinafter par- 
ticularly expreſſed, (that is to lay) 


"FIRST, Ir-is agreed, thatfrom and after the 100 


of the date hereof, there ſhall be a Society 
within the limits of the Port of Newcaſtle, - 
conſiſting of the Subſcribers to theſe Articles, 
and that every perſon who ſhall become a 
member, ſhall at the time of his ſubſcription. 
pay the ſum of One Pound One Shilling, and 
from thenceforth continue paying Ten Shil- - 


Imgs a quarter, all which Monies ſhall go to 


the Cheſt; and upon the due payment of 
ſach Entrance; and alſo of the ſaid quarterly 
money by ſuch member, his widow (if any) 
ſhall from and after his deceaſe, be entitled 
to the Calendar Monthly Payment of Twenty 
Shillings, out of the ſaid Cheſt (if demanded) 
during her Life, n the fund will ad- 
mit thereof. 


ALSO, That every Perſon who ſhall become a 


Member of this Society, after the ſecond 
| A 2 Tueſday 
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Tueſday in April next, ſhall pay the Sum of 


One Pound Eleven Shillings and Six-pence - 
Entrance, and every Perſon who ſhall Sub- 
ſcribe after the ſecond Tueſday in July next, 
ſhall pay. the Sum of Two Pounds Two Shil- 
lings Entrance, and every Perſon who ſhall; 
Subſcribe after the ſecond Tueſday in Octo- 
ber next, ſhall pay the Sum of Two Pounds 
Twelve Shillings and Six-pence Entrance, 
and every Perſon who ſhall Subſcribe after - 
the ſecond Tueſday in January next, ſhall pay 
the Sum of Three Pounds Three Shillings- 
Entrance, and from thenceforth continue to- 
pay Ten Shillings a Quarter, as aforeſaid. 


i ALSO, That there ſhall be choſen and conſtitu- 


ted out of, and from amongſt. the Members 
of this Society, by the Voices of ſuch Mem- 
bers, or the major Part of them preſent, at 
leaſt five diſcreet honeſt Men, to be Directors 
of this Society; which ſaid Directors ſhall. 
continue in their Office untill others ſhall 
be elected in their Room, according to the. 


Direction hereinafter- mentioned. 


ALSO, That there may be a conſtant and regu- 
lar Succeſſion of Directors, there ſhall on the 
ſecond 
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ſecond Tueſday in January yearly, from and 
after this preſent Year, be choſen and con- 

ſtituted as aforeſaid, three new Directors, 
qualified as before-mentioned, which faid new - 
Directors ſhall ſucceed three of the DireQors + 
before firſt elected, who fhall then ceaſe to 
be Directors. And no Director whatſoever - 
ſhall continue in his Office above two Years ; 
from the time of. his being choſen. - 


ALSO, That the faid DireQors ſhall yearly, on 


the ſecond» Tueſday in January, chuſe and 
appoint three of their number to take care 
of the faid Cheſt, which ſhall have three 
Locks and Keys to it, for the Security of the 
Money that ſhall from time to time be kept 
therein; and each of them ſhall keep a Key, 
and ſhall bring his: Key with him, or fend the 
ſame to every Quarterly Meeting of the Di- 
rectors, on Forfeiture of Five Shillings, to 
be diſpoſed of as the ſaid Directors ſhalt 
think proper. 


ALSO, That the ſaid Directors ſhall, from Time 
to Time, keep an exact account of all the 


| Monies collected and received, and alſo of alt 


| Piſburſements,.during the ume of their being 
Directors 


— 


EI 


Directors of this Society. At the End of 
which they ſhall deliver up their Accounts to 
the Directors appointed to ſucceed them: 

And if any Perſon or Perſors belonging to 
the ſaid Society, being entruſted with any 
Money, ſhall at any time mifapply, or frau- 
dulently detain, or conyert the ſame but to. 
the Uſe of the ſaid Society, or make any 
falſe or unjuſt Accounts to the prejudice of 
the ſaid Society, every ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ſons ſo tranſgreſſing, or breaking any other 
Article hereby agreed on, which ſhall be de- 
trimental to the ſaid Society, ſhall forthwith 
be excluded the Society, and his Wife and 
Children be for ever debarred from all Be- 
nefit hereby intended, and the Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall notwithſtanding, make full Sa- 
tisfaction to the Society. 


ALSO, That there ſhall not be any Money lent: 


out of the Cheſt, on any Pretence whatſo- 
ever, but upon ſuch Security as the Majority. 
of the ſaid Directors ſhall approve of. 


ALSO, That the place for the Quarterly Meetings, 
and for the keeping of the Cheſt, ſhall from 


Time 
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Time to Time be where the Directors for 
the Time being ſhall think proper. 


ALSO, That if any Member of this Society, at* 
any Meeting of the Directors, ſhall inſult, - 
abuſe, or in any manner moleſt any of the 
ſaid Directors, he ſhall forfeit Five Shillings 
for the firſt Offence, . and Ten Shillings for 
the ſecond of the ſame Nature, which Fortei- 
tures ſhall be diſpoſed of as the ſaid Directors 
ſhall think proper; and if any Perſon er Per- 
ſons, guilty of any ſuch. offence, {ball refuſe 
to pay the Forfeiture. for the ſame, he or 
they ſhall, with his or their Wife or Wives, 
and Child or Children, be for ever excluded 

| the Benefit of this Society, unleſs the ſaid Di- 

rectors ſhall have juſt reaſon to continue ſuch 

Offender or Offenders in the ſaid Society, 


ALSO, That no Member of this Society, ex- 
ciuded for any the reaſons aforeſaid, ſhall infiſt 


upon having any Money returned, on any 
| pretence whatſoever. 


ALSO, That if any Member or Members of this 


Society, ſhall neglect paying to this Society, 
for the ſpace of fix Months, he or they fo 


neglecting 
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| neglecting ſhall, with his or their Wife or 
Wives, and Child or Children, be excluded | 
the Benefit of this Society, unleſs the ſaid © | 
Diredors ſhall ſee juſt reaſon to the contrar rx. : 


ALSO, That i in caſe of the death or removal q 
from the limits of the Port of Newcaſtle, of - | 
| 


| any of the faid Directors, the Vacancy or - 
þ Vacancies, ſhall at the next Quarterly Meet- 

ing, by the Voices of the Directors then 
| preſent, or the major part of them, be filled | 
up for the remainder of the time ſuch Direc- 
tor or Directors had to ſerve. - | THE 


ALSO, That no Widow ſhall have any Benefit 
from this Society, unleſs the Member by 


whom ſhe ſhall claim, ſhall have made his re- 
gular Quarterly Payments, ar Ten Shillings - 
for the ſpace of One Year at leaſt. 
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to the Benefit of this Society, ſhall ſtay one 
Month after ſhe makes application to the 
Directors, before ſhe ſhall enter upon receiving. 
ſuch Benefit: And that no Widow ſhall be 
entitled to receive the fame, any longer than | 


e ſhall continue the Widow of the Member | 
by | 


ALSO, That every Widow chat ſhall be entitled | 


ALSO. That after. the Stock ſhall amount to Fifty- 
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by: whom ſhe ſhall claim, any thing herein. 
before mentioned to the Ny notwith- 
ſtanding.. 


| ALSO, That if the Widow of any Member of 


this Society, ſhall at her deceaſe or. mar- 
Triage, leave or have any Child or Children by 
that Member, which Child or. Children. ſhall 
be incapable of providing for himſelf, herſelf, 


or themſelves, by reaſon of his, her, or their 


tender Age, or otherwiſe, then ſuch Child or 
Children, ſhall have ſuch allowances out of 
the Cheſt, as the Majority of the Directors 
at any Quarterly Meeting ſhall think proper. 


ALSO, That no Perſon belonging to the Navy 
ſhall ever be allowed to be a Member of 


this Society, and that no Perfon whatſoever 
ſhall be admitted a Member of this Society, 
but ſuch as ſhall be approved of by the Di- 
rectors for the Time being. 


Pounds, there ſhall be an allowance of Five 
Shillings a Quarter, and no more, out of the 
Cheſt, towards the Expence of the Directors 


at cheir Quarterly Meetings. 4 
| ALSO, 
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| ALSO; That the Meetings of the Directors ſhall © 

| always be in the Town of North-Shields ; - 

and that the Cheſt with the Money, and ſuch 
Security or Securities as ſhall be from Time to 
Time taken for any Part thereof, as aforeſaid 
in it, ſhall be produced at every Meeting; 
and that the ſaid Cheſt ſhall always be kept 
in the faid Town of North-Shields. 


ALSO; That a Secretary ſhall be choſen by the 
ſaid Directors Vearly, to keep and make up 
their Accounts, and attend them at their 
Quarterly Meetings, and the ſaid Secretary 
ſhall have ſuch allowance for his Service as 
the ſaid Directors ſhall think proper. 


_ ALSO, That no Member ſhall be choſen a Di- 
rector, but-ſuch as ſhall live within the limits 
of the Port of Newcaſtle, and that no new 
Director ſhall be choſen in the Room of any 
other, who ſhall have ſerved the time of 


Directorſhip, but at the General Meeting of 


the Society, or at the Quarterly Meetings of 
the ſaid Directors as aforeſaid, 


ALSO, That there ſhall always be a Meeting of „ 
the Directors of this Society, once a Quarter. 
(that 
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Ctbat is to-ſay) on the ſecond Tueſday in 
April, the ſecond Tueſday in July, the ſecond 
Tueſday in October, and the ſecond Tueſday 
in January; and at which Meetings all nary 
terly Payments ſhall be made. | 


-ALSO, That in Caſe any Member or Members 


of this Society ſhall be ſo far reduced through 
Misfortunes, as te want relief, that then ſuch 


Member or Members; upon proper apph- 
cation to the Directors, ſhall have and receive 
ſuch Aſſiſtance from the Cheſt, as the Majori- 
ty of the Directors ſhall think fit. 


ALSO, That an Annual Meeting of the Mem- 


bers of this Society ſhall be held on the 


ſecond Tueſday in January Yearly; and 
that the proſecution of fo. good a deſign may 


not be attended with obſtructiens or irre- 


- woveable inconveniencies, the ſeveral Parties 
*hereto do mutually agree, that from time to 
-time the Members- of this 'Society at any 
General Annual Meeting, or- the major Part 
of thoſe Members that ſhall be then aſſembled, 
ſhall have power, and are hereby enabled to 
make ſuch Bye Laws and Orders, as ſhall 


de thought fi and requiſite for the conducting 
dhe 
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the affairs of the "ſaid Society, and for the 
better ordering the Benefits intended hereby, 
and to reverſe and alter the ſame at every 

ſuch Annnal Meeting, all which Bye Laws 
Orders and Reverſals entered in the Books of 
this Company, and ſigned by the major Part 
of the Members that ſhall be then aſſembled, 
ſhall be of as much force and efficacy, as if 
the ſame were inſerted in theſe Preſents, 
In Witneſs whereof, the ſaid Parties to theſe 
Preſents have hereunto ſet their Hands and 
Seals, the Day and Year firſt before written, 


